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 Foothills Water Network

April 28, 2009

Dear PCWA,

The Foothills Water Network recommends the following whitewater boating studies in the bypass reaches of the Middle Fork American Project.

The Foothills Water Network has discussed the following criteria to make our proposal to PCWA for additional studies for whitewater boating opportunities on the bypass reaches.

Criteria for bypass reach proposal:

· Lack of empirical data 

· Whitewater boater interest

· Project impacts the bypass reach in question
· Potential for future controlled or semi-controlled flow regime that can provide an ecologically appropriate flow regime that provides whitewater boating opportunities for boaters.
· Potential for future publicly available information that facilitates boater user days on project-impacted reaches

Duncan Creek and Long Canyon

We propose that PCWA begin work now to install gauges that will allow public access to flow information on Duncan Creek and Long Canyon. If PCWA commits to start work now to install gauges before license issuance, we do not propose further boating test flows on these reaches.

Middle Fork American – French Meadows to Interbay
Based on expert boater review of the DVD overflight, a growing group of Class V expedition boaters have stated their excitement and readiness to boat the French Meadows to Interbay reach.  

Due to the fact that there has only been one known run on part of this river reach (between Duncan Creek confluence and Interbay), there is a lack of empirical evidence with which to inform flow negotiations for the relicensing. The combined lack of public flow information, lack of boatable flows, and lack of published information about the runs has stymied boaters’ interest in running first descents of these reaches. We also realize that access presents difficulties but Class V boaters often overcome difficult access challenges.
List of Class V Expedition boaters currently includes:

Greg Speicher, Scott Lindgren, Charlie Center, Jared Noceti, Brad Brewer, Phil Boyer, Scott Ligare, and Norwood Scott. Others have just been contacted this last week.

As studies have not found amphibians in this reach, we propose PCWA conduct a test flow this spring/ early summer or fall 2009 in this reach. We propose this timing to reduce challenges associated with access over snow and so that we can have the information from this test flow for recreation management negotiations scheduled to begin winter 2009-2010.

We propose the following responsibilities of different parties for the test flows:

· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Establish flow study dates;

· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;

· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG;
· Study documentation and reporting.
· Providing access logistics and shuttle.
· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).

· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;

· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);

· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and
· Completing the flow study evaluation forms.
Rubicon River – Ellicott Bridge to Ralston Afterbay
For the most part, the Network agrees with PCWA’s proposal for a whitewater boating study on the Rubicon with the following changes:
Because this is such a long reach, we propose that PCWA provide shuttle so that we can facilitate better response to the evaluations. 
Because the test flow on the Rubicon will not be controlled, we propose that PCWA take the following steps to document verification of the data collected from the interviews. We ask that PCWA provide a side-by-side comparison of the historical hydrology and the boater estimates of the days they boated the Rubicon as well as the location of the gauge on the Rubicon reach. We also propose that PCWA document the accretion flows from the South Fork of the Rubicon and other smaller tributaries on those same boater days so we better understand the flows boaters were actually boating on. We hope this analysis will help to verify of the accuracy of the historical boating experience on the Rubicon provided by the interviews.
· Single flow study will be conducted on the first appropriate spill or high flow runoff event (2009 – 2010). 
· Target flow range: 500 to 800 cfs. 
· Flow study could be 1 or 2 days, as determined by the study team.

· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Monitoring flow and communicating probability and timing of spill or high runoff event to the potential boating team; 

· Establish single flow study date;

· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;

· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG; and

· Study documentation and reporting.
· Providing shuttle and access logistics.
· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).

· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing their own access logistics;

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;

· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);

· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and

· Completing the flow study evaluation forms.
Middle Fork American River - Middle Fork Interbay Dam to Ralston Afterbay

The Foothills Water Network agrees for the most part with the PCWA proposal for boating flows on the Interbay Dam reach with the exception of the proposed timing of the test flow and the issue of access logistics. We propose the following changes:

In order to protect the amphibians found in this reach, allow for road access, and have study results before flow negotiations in winter 2009-2010, we propose conducting this test flow in fall 2009.
We hope that with the changed timing of the proposed test flow that PCWA can provide them in the same manner they have on the peaking reach.

· Controlled flow study (fall 2009)
· Target study flow range: 450 cfs – 550 cfs.

· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Establishing the controlled flow study date; 

· Providing target flow range;

· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;

· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG; and

· Preparing and distributing supplemental study report.
· Providing access logistics and shuttle.

· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).

· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing their own access logistics;

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;

· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);

· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and

· Completing flow study evaluation forms.


Sincerely,

Julie Leimbach, Foothills Water Network

Foothills Water Network Middle Fork Working Group

Hilde Schweitzer, Private Boater

Dave Steindorf, American Whitewater

Nate Rangel, California Outdoors and California Hydropower Reform Coalition

Dan Crandall, Current Adventures 

Gary Estes, Protect American River Canyons

Gary Flanagan, Federation of Flyfishers

Bill Center, American River Recreation Association
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